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Quiz of Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)

1. In which currency the majority of Belt and Road projects

are financed?

a. RMB                                                         b. US Dollar  

c. Currency of partner country        d. Euro

2. BRI projects are undertaken by:

a. Chinese state-owned enterprises

b. Chinese private enterprises

c. Non-Chinese enterprises 

 d. All of above

3. Which of the following is not part of the BRI’s five major

pillars of its goal as Chinese government has announced?

a. policy coordination             b. infrastructure connectivity

c. unimpeded trade                  d. financial integration

e. political integration
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(Answers are on the last page)

4. China’s lending and investment under the BRI has

slowed down even before the COVID-19 pandemic.

a. True     b. False 

5. Which of the following claims about BRI are supported

by evidence?

a. Military motives drive the BRI

b. Chinese enterprises overseas only hire Chinese labors

c. Belt and Road is centrally run by the central

government only;

d. China prefers investing in countries with corrupt

governments

e. None
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Over 3 years, across 50 countries,
interviewing over 2,000 women, this
documentary brings together the life
issues of women around the world,
including education, poverty, childbirth,
justice and courage.

Regardless of nationality, ethnicity, race,
religion, or sexual orientation, the things
that women need to experience are so
similar that they seem to share emotions,
pain, discontent, anxiety, and happiness.
The resilience and courage they show in
the face of inequality and injustice shows
that even though the postures might be
different, the message is the same: my
fate is in my hands. They are different
individuals, but they are also a whole.

On Mother's Day, this documentary can
remind all of us to understand our
mothers from different angles and all
mothers to understand themselves from
different perspectives. A mother is not
just a mother, she may be a sister, a wife,
a daughter or a best friend, but she is
more than that, she is herself.

Does China’s investment under the BRI
has slowed down even before the COVID-
19 pandemic？

Yes. 

China’s outbound lending and investment has
been in decline since 2016. This was
particularly obvious in Chinese infrastructure
lending to Africa, which fell from $11bn in 2017
to $3.3bn in 2020, the lowest amount since BRI
was unveiled in 2013. This is not a surprise due
to three major reasons. 
First, China’s big banks are re-evaluating their
lending practices after high-profile stumbles
with Venezuela, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and other
major borrowers. This has been accompanied
by an increase in debt renegotiations. 

Second, increased deleveraging pressure in
China has affected Chinese banks’ ability and
willingness to make major new loans,
especially in high-risk settings. 

Third, some recipient countries have started
pushing back against China’s BRI lending. The
Hambantota Port case in Sri Lanka put alleged
Chinese “debt trap” diplomacy in the spotlight.
In addition, high costs, corruption allegations,
and implementation issues have increased
resistance in recipient countries. There are
growing number of countries have re-
evaluated infrastructure plans and canceled or
renegotiated new projects. 

Accordingly, China’s second Belt and Road
Forum in 2019 directed China’s financiers to
focus on lending to fewer, more sustainable
projects.
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 Documentary: Woman (2019)

Featured Articles



03

Labor protection for food delivery industry in Macau needs
overhaul: learning from Mainland China, Australia and the US

The tragedy of a food delivery driver that happened last month flagged an eminent and long-

overlooked issue in the local food delivery industry - the lack of proper training, safety guidelines,

and insurance to protect the workers as well as the public safety. According to some drivers, they will

receive fewer delivery orders if they fail to deliver an order on time, or if they are given a bad review

by customers. As the industry becomes more competitive, drivers are propelled to race against time

in order to receive more orders. Prior to the accident, there were already many voices concerning the

regulation of the industry including legislator and community services advisory boards in Macau.

They suggested that the government should set safety codes and guidelines for the industry, including

the establishment of comprehensive insurance and leaves system, as well as a “delivery driver

registration system" for better regulation. 

Last June, the State Administration for Market Regulation along with six other administrative

departments in China issued guidelines that protect delivery drivers of their basic labor rights,

including a base income above minimum wage and social welfare. Similarly, the New South Wales

government in Australia and lawmakers in New York City have passed bills that aim at protecting the

labor rights and safety of delivery drivers, demanding food delivery platforms provide compulsory

induction training to their gig workers and to let drivers choose not to accept trips over bridges or in

tunnels. 

According to the Labour Affairs Bureau in Macau, the labor rights of gig workers depend on the

respective legal requirements of formal employment and self-employment. However, the line is

blurred in the relationship between food delivery drivers and the platform, where their work is

controlled and restricted by the delivery platform, and they must wear uniforms and follow the

distribution of orders made by the platform without having the freedom to accept or reject certain

orders. We hope that the Bureau will conduct an overhaul of the industry and bridge the gap of

protection for the gig workers to ensure fairness and accountability. 

In the face of the economic downturn in the city, more

people are joining the food delivery industry. Unlike

traditional employment, workers in the industry are often

employed on a more flexible basis, meaning that they are

freelancers and independent contractors instead of full-

time employees. Although the job itself can offer a lot

more flexibility, gig workers working under such flexible

arrangements are not always guaranteed basic labor

protections. 
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Nature-Based Solutions (NbS) and Macau

Samson Cheng

6,200 evacuees and 160 homes destroyed by the South Korea forest fire. Historic drought looms for 20 million

living in Horn of Africa. Australia flood claims a lost of two billion dollars and took 22 people's lives… These are

only some of the many tragedies that have occurred around the world since the beginning of 2022. The

tragedies that have occurred around the world are all related to global climate change.

“Nature" is not only a "victim" of climate change, but also an "important actor" to deal with climate change, and

the "Nature-based Solution" (NbS) emphasizes respecting the laws of nature and enhancing the functions of

nature through reforestation, strengthening farmland management, protecting wetlands, marine ecological

protection, and ecological restoration, and improving ecological management. The term NbS was coined by the

world's leading scientists as a way to improve nature's service functions, control greenhouse gas emissions, and

improve the ability to cope with climate risks.

The term NbS was first introduced by the World Bank in its 2008 report "Biodiversity, Climate Change and

Adaptation: Nature-based Solutions in the World Bank's Investments", emphasizing the importance of

biodiversity conservation in adapting to and mitigating climate change. The UN Climate Action Summit in New

York in September 2019 is a milestone in the development history of NbS. At the summit, NbS was listed as one

of the nine areas for accelerated global climate action.

For Macau, a typical example of NbS is the mangrove forest. Mangrove plants are a secluded coastal intertidal

woody plant community in tropical and subtropical regions, mainly distributed between the north and south

regression lines, and in Macau, the mangrove forests are mainly located in the Cotai wetlands. Macau's

mangrove forests are home to many different types of flora and fauna, and also have the ability to cleanse the

air and seawater, and are strong to absorb greenhouse gases (carbon sink capacity). According to the United

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), mangroves in coastal wetlands store four times more carbon than

tropical rainforests and can play a role in mitigating climate change; in addition, the natural barrier formed by

mangroves can resist the impact of storm surges and huge waves, effectively protecting the coastline of Macao

and thus adapting to climate change. In some coastal areas, mangroves are the first choice to protect against

floods, as they are 1000 times cheaper per kilometer than building dams.

Therefore, mangrove conservation can not only protect biodiversity, but also increase carbon sinks and

improve the ability to resist climate change. It is a comprehensive means of mitigating and adapting to climate

change. This is also the subtlety of NbS's "applying nature" to combat climate change.

In addition to conserving mangroves, Macao also has the potential and room for development of NbS in terms of

afforestation and marine ecology protection. The "Second Five-Year Plan for Economic and Social Development

of the Macao Special Administrative Region (2021-2025)" mentions that the SAR government will complete the

formulation of the "Long-term Carbon Reduction Strategy Study"; the "Macao Environmental Protection Plan

(2021-2025)" also mentions The SAR government will "strengthen the conservation of wetlands" and "carry out

the second ecological survey of Macao". It is hoped that NbS or related concepts can be adopted in the "Long-

term Carbon Reduction Strategy Research", taking into account the synergistic effect between ecological

conservation and addressing climate change and, thus, effectively advance the protection of climate.

(Published in Plataforma Media)



From Fritz Lang’s Metropolis to Denis
Villeneuve’s Dune, there are never a short of
dystopian films that remind us of the future
when technological development went rogue
and societies and nature are destroyed - and
they belong to a genre called cyberpunk, sci-
fic that features high-tech and low-life. ‼️It is
hard to believe that our future is of any hope
when cyberpunk has become a mainstream
culture, where famous owners of tech giants
Elon Musk and Jeff Bezos are already
exploring the possibility of life on another
planet. Although cyberpunk gives us chills
and gloomy excitement, should we believe in
the future that it portrays? 

05

Solarpunk: envisioning a utopia where people live in
harmony with nature with the help of technology

A  2 0 1 7  r e s e a r c h  f o u n d s  t h a t  i n  h u n t e r - g a t h e r e r  s o c i e t i e s  ( o u r
a n c e s t o r s  i n  r o u g h l y  1 2 , 0 0 0  y e a r s  a g o ) ,  h u m a n  a b i l i t y  t o  s u r v i v e
h a r d s h i p s  i s  b e t t e r e d  b y  s t o r y t e l l i n g .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  h u m a n s  b u i l d
t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  f r o m  t h e  s t o r i e s  t h a t  t h e y  t e l l  t h e m s e l v e s .  I f  w e  a r e  t o
s u r v i v e  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  d i f f i c u l t  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  w e  h a v e  t o  t e l l  a
b e t t e r  s t o r y  t h a t  i n s p i r e s  u s  t o  m a k e  p o s i t i v e  a n d  o p t i m i s t i c  c h a n g e s .
E n t e r  t h e  n e w  g e n r e  o f  s c i - f i  t h a t  d e p i c t s  a  w o r l d  w h e r e  h u m a n s  l i v e  i n
h a r m o n y  w i t h  n a t u r e  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  t e c h n o l o g y :  S o l a r p u n k .  

S o l a r p u n k  i s  a  2 1 s t - c e n t u r y  m o v e m e n t  t h a t  r e j e c t s  t h e  d o o m  a n d  g l o o m
c y b e r p u n k  a n d  e m b r a c e s  h i g h - t e c h  ( s u c h  a s  s o l a r  p a n e l s )  &  l o w - t e c h
( s u c h  a s  p a s s i v e  h e a t i n g  i n  h o u s i n g  d e s i g n )  A N D  a  h i g h - l i f e  f u t u r e .
E x a m p l e s  o f  s o l a r  p u n k  a e s t h e t i c s  c a n  b e  s e e n  i n  t h e  W o r l d  o f
W a k a n d a ,  w h e r e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a d v a n c e m e n t  c a n  h e l p
t h r i v e  a  c o u n t r y ’ s  e c o s y s t e m ,  a n d  N a u s i c a a  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  o f  t h e  W i n d ,
w h e r e  a n  e c o l o g i s t  p r i n c e s s  t r i e s  t o  s u s t a i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s t i l l
o n  h e r  d e t e r i o r a t e d  p l a n e t .  A s  s o m e  w o u l d  p u t  i t ,  S o l a r p u n k  l o o k s  l i k e
a  l u s h  p a r a d i s e  f r o m  S t u d i o  G h i b l i  f i l m s  w i t h  s o l a r  p a n e l s .  B e s i d e s
a d v a n c e d  t e c h n o l o g y ,  t h e  s o l a r p u n k  u t o p i a  a l s o  s t r e s s e s  s t r o n g
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  o n e  w h e r e  w e  d e e p e n  o u r
i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  
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Art and Sustainability: "Support"

A r t s  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b r i n g  t h e
i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  o f  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  t o  a  w i d e r
a u d i e n c e ,  t o  m a k e  p e o p l e  t h i n k  a b o u t  h u m a n
d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  n e w  w a y s ,  a n d  t o  i n v i t e  t h e m
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  b u i l d i n g  a  b e t t e r  f u t u r e .

V e n i c e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  i s  k n o w n  f o r  i t s
r o m a n t i c  g o n d o l a s ,  e x q u i s i t e  a r t w o r k  a n d
b e a u t i f u l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  H o w e v e r ,  d u e  t o
c l i m a t e  c h a n g e ,  r i s i n g  s e a  l e v e l s ,  a n d  t h e
f a c t  t h a t  V e n i c e  a s  a  w h o l e  i s  s i n k i n g ,  t h e
c i t y ,  w h i c h  i s  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  c a n a l  s y s t e m ,  i s
n o w  p a r t i c u l a r l y  v u l n e r a b l e .

c l i m a t e  c h a n g e ,  r i s i n g  s e a  l e v e l s ,  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  V e n i c e  a s  a  w h o l e  i s
s i n k i n g ,  t h e  c i t y ,  w h i c h  i s  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  c a n a l  s y s t e m ,  i s  n o w  p a r t i c u l a r l y
v u l n e r a b l e .

M a n y  o f  y o u  w i l l  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  i n  2 0 1 9 ,  V e n i c e  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  s e c o n d
h i g h e s t  t i d e  i n  i t s  h i s t o r y ,  w i t h  8 5 %  o f  t h e  a r e a  o n c e  s u b m e r g e d  i n
s e a w a t e r .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  V e n i c e  T i d e  O f f i c e ,  s e a  l e v e l s  i n  V e n i c e  a r e  1 0
c m  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e y  w e r e  5 0  y e a r s  a g o ,  a n d  i f  s e a  l e v e l  r i s e  i s  n o t  c u r b e d ,
t h e  c i t y  w i l l  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t o  b e  i n u n d a t e d  i n  t h i s  c e n t u r y .

I n  2 0 1 7 ,  I t a l i a n  s c u l p t o r  L o r e n z o  Q u i n n  c r e a t e d  a  s c u l p t u r e  c a l l e d
" S u p p o r t "  b a s e d  o n  t h e  C a '  S a g r e d o  H o t e l  i n  V e n i c e ,  w h i c h  f e a t u r e s  t w o
g i a n t  c h i l d ' s  h a n d s  t h a t ,  a t  a  g l a n c e ,  a r e  h a r d  t o  i d e n t i f y  w h e t h e r  t h e y
w a n t  t o  t e a r  d o w n  o r  h o l d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  n e x t  t o  t h e m .

L o r e n z o  u s e s  t h i s  a m b i g u i t y  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e  t w o  s i d e s  o f  h u m a n  b e h a v i o r :
t h e  s i d e  t h a t  c a n  d e s t r o y  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  t h e  s i d e  t h a t  c a n  s a v e  i t .  O f
c o u r s e ,  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h i s  w o r k  a n d  t h e  c h i l d  e l e m e n t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  a r t i s t
i s  s t i l l  a p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e  s i d e  o f  h o p e .
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UN Human Rights Council confirms Israel's apartheid
against Palestinians

A special report published in the 49th regular session of the United Nations Human Rights Council says that
Israel is practicing apartheid in the occupied Palestinian territory, echoing the recent findings by other
international human rights organizations, Palestinian and Israeli included. 

According to the Rome Statue of International of Criminal Court, apartheid is when “an institutionalized
regime of systematic oppression and domination by one racial group over any other racial group or groups
and committed with the intention of maintaining that regime”. It is a crime against humanity. 

The report states that Israel’s military purposefully engineer an illegal claim over the occupied territory,
all the while imprisoning Palestinians within smaller and more restrained land - through “arbitrary and
extra-judicial killings, torture, the denial of fundamental rights, an abysmal rate of child deaths, collective
punishment, an abusive military court system, periods of intensive Israeli military violence in Gaza and
home demolitions”. According to another report, during the hostile conflict in Gaza from 10 to 21 May in
2021, the Israeli security forces fired live ammunition and killed 315 and injured 17,597 Palestinians, many
of which are civilians. 

A friend of Genervision House said in a statement that the Israeli Defense Forces disrupt all aspects of daily
life in occupied Palestine: "Despite the IDF continuing to traumatize Palestinians and killing their children,
youth, women, and elderly, they are being protected by the apartheid Israeli regime" - killings of unarmed
civilians are often unjustified and seldom led to any meaningful criminal investigation that can hold the IDF
accountable. The killing of Al Jazeera journalist Shireen Abu Akleh in the West Bank and the attacks of
Israeli police made on the pallbearers of Abu Akleh’s coffin during her funeral yesterday is one example of
the Israeli forces perpetrating unnecessary violence and disturbance towards Palestinians. 

China had called an urgent UN Security Council session to discuss the escalating violence between Israelis
and Palestinians in May last year. Still, the effort was blocked by the United States, whose officials cited it
was “working behind the scenes” to calm the situation and it was “not sure that a statement at this point
would help”. According to the US Congressional Research Service in 2022, Israel is the largest cumulative
recipient of U.S. foreign assistance since World War II. To date, the United States has provided Israel with
$150 billion in bilateral assistance and missile defense funding. For 2022, the Biden Administration
requested $3.3 billion in Foreign Military Financing for Israel and $500 million in missile defense aid.

Today is 74th anniversary of Nakba, the day when Israel expelled at least 750,000 Palestinians from their
homes and lands and captured 78 percent of historic Palestine. 



1 .  b .  D e s p i t e  a l l  t h e  h y p e  a b o u t  t h e  C h i n e s e  c u r r e n c y  c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e  U S  d o l l a r ,  a n d

C h i n a ’ s  e f f o r t s  i n  p r o m o t i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  R M B ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  B e l t  a n d  R o a d

p r o j e c t s  a r e  f i n a n c e d  i n  d o l l a r s  ( A n d r e w  B r o w n e ,  2 0 1 9 ;  T h e  E c o n o m i s t  C o r p o r a t e  N e t w o r k ,

2 0 2 0 ) .  Y u a n  h e l d  o u t s i d e  C h i n a  r e m a i n  r e l a t i v e l y  s c a r c e .  A  m a t u r e  a n d  c o m p l e t e  R M B  u s e

s y s t e m  h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n  f o r m e d .

2 .  d .  A l t h o u g h  B R I  p r o j e c t s  a r e  m o s t l y  f u n d e d  b y  C h i n e s e  b a n k s ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a l w a y s

c o n t r a c t e d  t o  C h i n e s e  s t a t e - o w n e d  e n t e r p r i s e s .  H o w e v e r ,  i n  t e r m s  o f  i m p l e m e n t i n g  m e g a

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  h i g h  v a l u e ,  C h i n e s e  s t a t e - o w n e d  e n t e r p r i s e s  a r e  s t i l l  t h e  m a j o r

c o n t r a c t o r s  ( R a n d ,  2 0 2 0 ) .  S t a t e  c a p i t a l  c a n  l e a d  t o  d i f f e r e n t  d e c i s i o n s  t h a n  p r i v a t e  c a p i t a l ,

b u t  t h i s  d e p e n d s  o n  C h i n a ' s  s t r a t e g i c  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  s e c t o r  ( C h i n g  K w a n  L e e ,  2 0 1 7 ) .

3 .  e .  T h e  f i f t h  o n e  s h o u l d  b e  c o n n e c t i n g  p e o p l e .  D e s p i t e  i n  t o t a l  o f  5  p i l l a r s  w e r e

p r o p o s e d ,  B R I  p r o j e c t s  h a v e  b e e n  l a r g e l y  f o c u s i n g  o n  t w o  p i l l a r s :  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e

c o n n e c t i v i t y  a n d  u n i m p e d e d  t r a d e .  I n v e s t m e n t  i n  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  r a t h e r

s m a l l  p o r t i o n  ( Z h o u  e t  a l . ,  2 0 1 8 ) .  T h e r e  i s  m u c h  t o  b e  d o n e  i n  p o l i c y  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d

c o n n e c t i n g  p e o p l e .  C h i n a  h a s  p u t  m o r e  a t t e n t i o n  o n  t h e m  r e c e n t  y e a r s  t h o u g h  a s  B R I  i s

h e a d i n g  t o w a r d s  “ H i g h  q u a l i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t ”  ( B e n a b d a l l a h , 2 0 2 0 ) .

4 .  a .  C h i n a ’ s  o u t b o u n d  l e n d i n g  h a s  b e e n  i n  d e c l i n e  s i n c e  2 0 1 6  ( B o o s t e r  o r  B r a k e , 2 0 2 0 ) .  T h i s

w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o b v i o u s  i n  C h i n e s e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  l e n d i n g  t o  A f r i c a ,  w h i c h  f e l l  f r o m  $ 1 1 b n

i n  2 0 1 7  t o  $ 3 . 3 b n  i n  2 0 2 0  ( B a k e r  M c K e n z i e ,  2 0 2 1 ) ,  t h e  l o w e s t  a m o u n t  s i n c e  B R I  w a s  u n v e i l e d

i n  2 0 1 3 .  T h i s  i s  n o t  a  s u r p r i s e  d u e  t o  t h r e e  m a j o r  r e a s o n s .  “ F i r s t ,  C h i n a ’ s  b i g  b a n k s  a r e  r e -

e v a l u a t i n g  t h e i r  l e n d i n g  p r a c t i c e s  a f t e r  h i g h - p r o f i l e  s t u m b l e s  w i t h  V e n e z u e l a ,  P a k i s t a n ,

S r i  L a n k a ,  a n d  o t h e r  m a j o r  b o r r o w e r s .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  d e b t

r e n e g o t i a t i o n s .  S e c o n d ,  i n c r e a s e d  d e l e v e r a g i n g  p r e s s u r e  i n  C h i n a  h a s  a f f e c t e d  C h i n e s e

b a n k s ’  a b i l i t y  a n d  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  m a k e  m a j o r  n e w  l o a n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  h i g h - r i s k  s e t t i n g s .

T h i r d ,  s o m e  r e c i p i e n t  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  s t a r t e d  p u s h i n g  b a c k  a g a i n s t  C h i n a ’ s  B R I  l e n d i n g .

T h e  H a m b a n t o t a  P o r t  c a s e  i n  S r i  L a n k a  p u t  a l l e g e d  C h i n e s e  “ d e b t  t r a p ”  d i p l o m a c y  i n  t h e

s p o t l i g h t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  h i g h  c o s t s ,  c o r r u p t i o n  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  i s s u e s  h a v e

i n c r e a s e d  r e s i s t a n c e  i n  r e c i p i e n t  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e r e  a r e  g r o w i n g  n u m b e r  o f  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e

r e - e v a l u a t e d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  p l a n s  a n d  c a n c e l e d  o r  r e n e g o t i a t e d  n e w  p r o j e c t s .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,

C h i n a ’ s  s e c o n d  B e l t  a n d  R o a d  F o r u m  i n  2 0 1 9  d i r e c t e d  C h i n a ’ s  f i n a n c i e r s  t o  f o c u s  o n  l e n d i n g

t o  f e w e r ,  m o r e  s u s t a i n a b l e  p r o j e c t s . ”  ( B o o s t e r  o r  B r a k e , 2 0 2 1 ) .

5 .  e .  T h e  a , b , d  a r e  t h e  c o m m o n  m y t h s  t o w a r d s  B R I  o f t e n  m e n t i o n e d  b y  t h e  W e s t e r n  m e d i a ,

s c h o l a r s  a n d  p o l i t i c i a n s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  e v i d e n c e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a ,  b ,  d  a r g u m e n t s .
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