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What is Being Discussed in the Climate Negotiation?

From June 6 to June 16, Samson Cheng from Genervision House, had the
honor to participate as an observer in the 56th Subsidiary Body Meeting
(SB56) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) in Bonn, Germany.

As the annual meeting between the Conferences of the Parties (COP), this
two-week subsidiary body meeting aims to build on the outcomes of last
year's COP26 in Glasgow and accelerate the process through a series of
technical negotiations to ensure the completion of COP27 in Sharm El
Sheikh, Egypt, at the end of this year.

As a youth delegate, Samson also participated in a bilateral dialogue with
the COP26 Presidency and the EU Climate Negotiations Team to discuss
their expectations and preparations for SB56 and COP27, youth leadership
in the climate agenda, etc. 

After two weeks of learning, Samson would also like to share what he
learnt from the Climate Conference, as well as some knowledge about
climate negotiations, including the urgent topic of Losses and Damages in
recent years  and how the conference resulted in a legally binding
document, etc. 
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Genervision House’s ESG and Community

Project Manager Gladys Ng was honored to be

invited by the China Youth Climate Action

Network (CYCAN) to speak at the "Climatizer"

youth talk on June 26, 2022, in the run-up to

the International Youth Summit on Energy and

Climate Change, IYSECC. In the Youth Talk

session, Genervision House and other

environmental non-profit organizations from

Mainland China, Taiwan and Hong Kong

discussed the role that non-profits can play in

promoting environmental protection and

combating climate change. It was a very

interesting exchange! 

During her presentation, Gladys shared the

experience on promoting the Sustainable

Development Goals and climate change

communication in Macau, as well as how to use

mindfulness to bring people closer to nature.

In the face of the growing distance between

human beings and nature, we hope to help

people to pay attention to environmental

issues through four methods in our

communications:

On personal awareness, we can also try to

practice mindfulness, focusing our attention

on the present moment and understanding

our own behavior:

Genervision House Invited to Attend “Climatizer” Youth Talk and
Share Experience in Promoting Action on Climate Change

Thank you again for CYCAN's invitation! If

you are interested in climate change and

youth action, don't miss out on this year's

International Youth Summit on Energy and

Climate Change! Check out more details

here: https://bit.ly/3nopPLb
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Our Climate Action 

When we talk about sustainability development, have you ever wondered what can we do to
contribute? It might seem to be vague and clueless sometimes. Just a little suggestion, we could
start by thinking what we enjoy doing, what we are good at and what are the sustainability issues
that need to be resolved to come up with our little climate action plan. It doesn’t have to be
something big - celebrating little wins and sharing/exchanging ideas with friends could definitely
help.



C e m e n t  i s  u s e d  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o  b i n d
o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  t o g e t h e r .  I t  i s  m i x e d
w i t h  s a n d ,  g r a v e l  a n d  w a t e r  t o
p r o d u c e  c o n c r e t e ,  t h e  m o s t  w i d e l y
u s e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e
w o r l d .  A  m a j o r  c e m e n t  u s e d  g l o b a l l y
i s  P o r t l a n d  c e m e n t ,  a n d  a  c r i t i c a l  s t e p
i n  m a k i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  c e m e n t  i s  t h e
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  P o r t l a n d  c l i n k e r .  D u r i n g
t h e  p r o d u c t i o n ,  l i m e s t o n e  ( C a C O 3 )  i s
“ c a l c i n a t e d ”  a t  h i g h  t e m p e r a t u r e s  i n  a
c e m e n t  k i l n  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  c l i n k e r ,
l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  w a s t e  c a r b o n
d i o x i d e  ( a  m a j o r  g r e e n h o u s e  g a s ) .
B e c a u s e  c a r b o n  d i o x i d e  i s  p r o d u c e d
f r o m  a  c h e m i c a l  r e a c t i o n ,  i t  c a n ’ t  b e
e l i m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .  B u t  t h e r e ’ s
n o w  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  t o  m a k e  C O 2 - f r e e
c e m e n t .  
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UK Engineers Invented Zero-Emission Cement

Engineers  from Cambridge University
found that  cement separated from
recycled concrete was virtual ly
identical  to  the l ime f lux that  is  used
to recycle  used steel  in  furnaces.  As
steel  melts,  the recycled concrete (or
flux)  f loats  on top of  molten steel  to
protect  i t  from oxidizing.  The f lux
then ends up as  s lag after  the steel  is
col lected,  and it  is  can be grounded
into a  powder that  can replace
cl inker to  be used to  make cement.  I f
the entire  recycl ing process  is
powered by electricity  generated
from renewable sources,  i t  can
supply al l  the the basic  materials  in
construction without  any greenhouse
gas emissions.  

This  cement -  Cambridge Electric
Cement-  was invented as  part  of  the
UK FIRES program, which aims to
enable a  rapid transit ion to  zero
emissions based on using today’s
technologies  differently.  
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Digital Public Goods are Critical to Solve Global Crises

I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  d i g i t a l  p u b l i c  g o o d s  ( D P G s )
h a v e  b e c o m e  a n  e m e r g i n g  t r e n d  u n d e r  g l o b a l
d i g i t a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  c a n  r e a l i z e
s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  F r o m  c o m b a t t i n g
f a k e  n e w s  t o  C o v i d - 1 9  v a c c i n a t i o n
m a n a g e m e n t  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  D P G s  a r e  v e r y
d i v e r s e  a n d  b r i n g  a b o u t  e f f e c t i v e  o u t c o m e s .

T h e  D P G s  a r e  o p e n  s o f t w a r e s ,  o p e n  d a t a ,
o p e n  A I  m o d e l s ,  o p e n  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  o p e n
c o n t e n t .  O n c e  t h e s e  l o w - c o s t ,  e a s i l y
r e p l i c a b l e  t e c h n o l o g i e s  a r e  d i s c o v e r e d  a n d
f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e  D i g i t a l  P u b l i c
G o o d s  A l l i a n c e ,  t h e y  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  s o l v e  t h e
w o r l d ’ s  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  g l o b a l
c h a l l e n g e s ,  a d a p t i n g  t h e i r  s o l u t i o n s  t o  l o c a l
s i t u a t i o n s .

f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e  D i g i t a l  P u b l i c  G o o d s  A l l i a n c e ,  t h e y  c a n  b e  u s e d
t o  s o l v e  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  g l o b a l  c h a l l e n g e s ,  a d a p t i n g  t h e i r
s o l u t i o n s  t o  l o c a l  s i t u a t i o n s .

F a c t - c h e c k  I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  C o m b a t  F a k e  N e w s  D u r i n g  E l e c t i o n

A s  o u r  s o c i e t y  b e c o m e s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  p o l a r i s e d  w i t h  f a k e  n e w s  t h a t  a r e
d i f f i c u l t  t o  i d e n t i f y ,  t h e  U N  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o g r a m m e  h a s  l a u n c h e d  a  t o o l
c a l l e d  i V e r i f y  f o r  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  p u r p o s e .  T h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  A r t i f i c i a l
I n t e l l i g e n c e  ( A I )  a n d  h u m a n  f a c t - c h e c k i n g ,  t h i s  d i g i t a l  t o o l  c a n  e f f e c t i v e l y
i d e n t i f y  f a k e  n e w s  r e l a t e d  t o  e l e c t i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m  g r o u p s  s u c h  a s  c i t i z e n s
a n d  j o u r n a l i s t s  o f  s u c h  f a k e  n e w s ,  t h e r e b y  h e l p i n g  t o  p r e v e n t  h a t e  s p e e c h
a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  c i t i z e n s ’  t r u s t  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m .  i V e r i f y  h a s  a l r e a d y
b e e n  a p p l i e d  i n  Z a m b i a  a n d  H o n d u r a s ,  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s u p p o r t i n g  p e a c e f u l
a n d  j u s t  l o c a l  e l e c t i o n s .

E f f e c t i v e  M a n a g e m e n t  o f  V a c c i n a t i o n  w h i c h  A c c e l e r a t e s  D a t a - D r i v e n
D e c i s i o n - m a k i n g

T o  a d d r e s s  C o v i d - 1 9 ,  I n d i a  i n v e n t e d  a  d i g i t a l  p l a t f o r m  n a m e d  C o W I N ,
w h i c h  a l l o w s  c i t i z e n s  t o  r e g i s t e r  f o r  v a c c i n a t i o n  a n d  p r o v i d e  p o s t -
v a c c i n a t i o n  f e e d b a c k .  M e d i c s  a u t h o r i t i e s  c o u l d  a l s o  u s e  r e a l - t i m e  d a t a
g e n e r a t e d  o n  t h e  p l a t f o r m  t o  m a n a g e  v a c c i n a t i o n  a n d  r e d u c e  v a c c i n e
w a s t a g e .  C o W I N  h a s  h e l p e d  t o  d e l i v e r  1 . 3  b i l l i o n  v a c c i n a t i o n s  i n  u n d e r  a
y e a r  a c r o s s  3 2 7 , 0 0 0  c e n t r e s .  T h i s  p l a t f o r m  h a s  s t e a d y  b e c o m e  a  d i g i t a l
p u b l i c  g o o d ,  w h i c h  c a n  b e  a d a p t e d  f o r  u s e  i n  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s .

T h e  “ R o a d m a p  f o r  D i g i t a l  C o o p e r a t i o n ”  r e p o r t  r e l e a s e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d
N a t i o n s  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  i n  2 0 2 0  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  n e e d  f o r  c o u n t r i e s  t o
c o o p e r a t e  i n  t e r m s  o f  d i g i t a l  p u b l i c  g o o d s  f o r  a  m o r e  e q u i t a b l e  w o r l d .  T h e
r e p o r t  a l s o  e m p h a s i s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  D i g i t a l
P u b l i c  G o o d s  A l l i a n c e .



06

A Global Food Crisis at an Alarming Level

What are War Crimes?

The global food crisis is now at an imminent stage, with more than 276 million people on the brink

of famine. One of the main culprits of this crisis is the war between Russia and Ukraine; compiling

the war and climate change have caused global food prices to rocket, leading many countries in

Africa are facing severe food shortages.

Ukraine, a major food exporter to hundreds of millions of people around the world, has already lost

20 million tons of food to international markets by May 2022; in addition, Russia, also a major food

producer, has stopped exporting to most countries, causing countries that have always relied on

Russian and Ukrainian agri-food imports, as well as the Sahel region of Africa, to be the first to

suffer. Since the war began, 23 countries from Kazakhstan to Kuwait have announced severe

restrictions on food exports in which covering 10 percent of global trade calories. To make things

worse, due to the lack of rainfall, from China, the second-largest exporter of wheat, to the wheat

belt in the United States and the grain silos of the Beauce region of France are affected causing

wheat production has fallen short of projected export levels; International organizations are now

calling countries for joint action and open markets to avoid a humanitarian and food crisis disaster.

Conventional war crimes: including murder, ill-treatment, or deportation of the civilian

population of occupied territories;

Crimes against peace: planning, preparation, initiation, or waging of a war of aggression, or a

war in violation of international treaties, agreements, or assurances;

Crimes against humanity: political, racial, or religious persecution against any civilian

population. 

War crimes is a very broad concept used to refer to crimes that occur in war (armed conflict). The

concept is divided into two levels: war crimes as a kind of "state crime"; and war crimes as a system

of international law for holding individuals criminally responsible, which began after World War II.

They are considered so serious that there is no period of limitation for such crimes - which means

that those who commit them can be prosecuted and punished no matter how much time has elapsed

since the crimes were committe.

At the end of World War II, the part of the London Agreement signed by the U.S., Britain, the Soviet

Union, and France established three categories of war crime: 

1.

2.

3.
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How to Have a "Green" Summer? Five Hacks for Sustainable Living

How do you want to spend your summer?

For many people, summer means sunshine, beaches and colorful clothing. Why not try a new way
of living - a more sustainable way of living - at a time when everything is thriving? Let those
attempts to be thoughtful for the planet and animals become a little bit of a ritual to get through
the summer.

We've compiled five suggestions for sustainable living that might inspire you to start a new
summer in a better way.

1. Learn to read product labels and choose ocean-friendly sunscreen
Summer is the peak season to go to the beaches and swimming pools, according to statistics,
every year, an average of more than 14,000 tons of harmful sunscreen substances dissolved in the
water. These harmful chemical sunscreen ingredients can affect the development of the coral, so
that it can not reproduce properly, and increase the phenomenon of coral fading whitening, and
damage health of other marine life such as fish and sea turtles. In addition, it may interfere with
the human endocrine system or trigger skin allergies, and even affect the development of
children. Therefore, it is worth taking a minute to look carefully at the sunscreen ingredients
label in order to not only protect your skin from UV damage and hormone disorder, but also to
prevent damage to the ocean and coral.

The following 10 kinds of chemical sunscreen ingredients are harmful to the marine ecology:
cinnamate (Octinoxate, Ethylhexyl, methoxycinnamate), dioxybenzone (Oxybenzone,
Benzophenone-3, BP3), Octocrylen, 4-methylbenzylidene camphor (4- Methylbenzylidene
Camphor, Triclosan, Methyl paraben. In particular, do not choose sunscreens that contain
dioxybenzone or cinnamate. Many sunscreens that are mild or designed for sensitive skin do not
contain chemical ingredients.

2. In addition to sunscreens, many beauty and skin care products can harm the ocean and the
human body, such as glitter and scrubs (e.g., facial cleansers, body creams, lip balms and
toothpastes). Due to their small size, these microplastics/microbeads are not filtered by the
current wastewater treatment system and most of them are discharged directly into the ocean.
Microbeads can adsorb and accumulate large amounts of toxic substances (including flame
retardants and dioxins) at concentrations up to one million times higher than those absorbed by
seawater. Toxic substances accumulate in marine organisms with the microbeads, which then
enter the human body through the food chain. Microbeads can also block the esophagus or
digestive system of fish and sea birds, causing malnutrition and even death.

To reduce marine pollution, the mobile app Beat the Microbead is a great tool. By scanning the
barcode of a personal care product, the app will color-code the product's plastic particle content,
giving consumers a more complete picture of the product they are buying. In addition,
consumers can check the ingredients label on the product packaging at the time of purchase. The
presence of substances such as polyethylene (PE), polypropylene (PP) or nylon indicates that the
product contains microbeads.



Summer is a good season to dress up. If you want to wear a new
style, you don't have to buy new clothes all the time, but can
make the best use of your existing clothes to look stylish and give
people a different impression. When you really want to buy new
clothes, you may also try to find surprises from vintage and
second-hand clothes. With a little modification the clothes would
look like a tailor-made. Don't just throw clothes you don't wear
anymore in the trashbin, you can resell them through second-
hand clothing platforms or donate them to clothing recycling
(there are clothing recycling bins at all four Eco-Fun stations),
but beware of donating clothes that can't be reused and will end
up costing extra to transport to landfills. Such as household
fabrics, damaged goods, second-hand underwear or socks, are
no
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up costing extra to transport to landfills. Such as household fabrics, damaged goods, second-
hand underwear or socks, are not allowed to donate for recycling. When donating clothing, the
first thing to do is to clean all items to ensure hygiene, but not to repackage them.

4. Turn on the air conditioner skillfully for health and environmental protection

The temperature range of air-conditioning should be 26-28 ℃ , with automatic temperature
control to avoid wasting energy due to excessive cold. In addition, adjusting the mode from "air
conditioning" to "dehumidification" can not only achieve the same effect of reducing the indoor
temperature, but also save electricity and reduce the harm to human body. Remember to open
the windows for ventilation after the air conditioner has been on for 3 hours. Keep cleaning the
air filter once every two weeks can also help save electricity. Of course, the most
environmentally friendly is the use of physical insulation, as far as possible without air
conditioning, you can install an additional layer of internal windows at the inner edge of the
window, and install window-blinds in the middle, which can have a good effect on heat
insulation. 

5. Beauty with ethics - refuse to use fake eyelashes made of animal hair

made from mink hair and other animal hair, but later announced that it would stop selling all
fake eyelashes made from animal hair after a lot of concern. Next time, when seeing fake
eyelashes, it’s better to consider: this is artificial synthetic eyelash, or eyelash made of animal
hair?

Sustainable lifestyle, sustainable happiness.

3. Re-match old clothes to reduce the need for "a new wardrobe for a new season”

In recent years, eyelash extensions have become popular, and many
fake eyelashes are made of soft, lightweight mink hair, but the
process of taking mink hair is actually very cruel and unhygienic.
SEPHORA, a famous French cosmetics chain, also sold fake eyelashes 
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How to Design a Female-Friendly City? 

I n  " H e r  C i t y :  A  C i t y  G u i d e  t o  S u s t a i n a b l e  a n d  I n c l u s i v e  U r b a n  P l a n n i n g  a n d  D e s i g n
w i t h  G i r l s , "  U N - H a b i t a t  n o t e s  t h a t  w o m e n  g l o b a l l y  d o  n o t  u s e  u r b a n  p u b l i c  s p a c e s
t o  t h e  s a m e  e x t e n t  a s  m e n .  S u r v e y s  s h o w  t h a t  f r o m  a g e  8 ,  8 0  p e r c e n t  o f  p u b l i c
s p a c e s  a r e  o c c u p i e d  b y  b o y s ,  a n d  g i r l s  f e e l  u n s a f e  o r  e x c l u d e d  b y  t h e s e  s p a c e s .

" F o r  a  l o n g  t i m e ,  t h e  d e f a u l t  p e r s p e c t i v e  i n  m a n y  a r e a s  h a s  b e e n  t h e  m a l e
p e r s p e c t i v e ,  a n d  i t  i s  o n l y  w h e n  t h e  f e m a l e  p e r s p e c t i v e  i s  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h a t
w e  h a v e  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  h u m a n  p e r s p e c t i v e .

T h e  d e s i g n  o f  c i t i e s  s h o u l d  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  n o t  o n l y  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  w o m e n  b u t
a l s o  t h e  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  w o m e n ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  i s s u e  o f  r e s t r o o m s  a n d  n u r s i n g
r o o m s .  G e n d e r  e q u a l i t y  i n  t h e  c i t y  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  h a l l m a r k s  o f  u r b a n  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  "

T h e  c i v i l i z a t i o n  o f  a  c o u n t r y  o r  a  c i t y  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y
d i s a d v a n t a g e d  g r o u p s .  T h i s  c o n c e r n  i s  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  w o m e n ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e
t o l e r a n c e  a n d  c a r e  f o r  r a c e ,  c l a s s ,  t h e  e l d e r l y ,  a n d  c h i l d r e n .
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What can you think of when we talk about arts? Music, paintings, poetries, operas,
sculptures？

Remember the high school projects that we used recycle materials to make art pieces?
Remember the song ‘Swallowtail Butterfly’ that questions our relationship with nature?

Issues surrounding sustainability are multi-layered, complex and power-engaging. And
we have no defined way in approaching varying challenges. 

What’s special about art is that they can be in many forms and be created at any place,
any time. With that, art can portray what is difficult to say about sustainability.

Not only do arts keep record of our time, but also inspire us to rethink our relationship
with nature and the way we respond to it. 

Art and Sustainability



As the summer holidays are fast approaching, we would like to
share with you a good book that is...  Sapiens: A Brief History of
Humankind. It  is a book that has received excellent reviews in
many international reviews because of the author's ability to
take the reader high into the sky and overlook the entire
timeline of human development in a few hundred pages. It
covers the economic, social and religious development of
mankind along the way, and even explains some of the
phenomena occurring in the world today.

The book has been translated into several languages and has
recently been released as an illustrated book, so check it  out in
the bookstore! 

Editor's Pick

J u n e  8  i s  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  W o r l d  O c e a n s  D a y .  T h i s  y e a r ' s
t h e m e  i s  " R e v i t a l i z a t i o n  C o l l e c t i v e  A c t i o n  f o r  t h e  O c e a n ” ,  a
c a l l  o n  a l l  s e c t o r s  o f  s o c i e t y  t o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  p r o t e c t  o u r
o c e a n s .  

C o v e r i n g  7 0 %  o f  t h e  E a r t h ,  o u r  o c e a n s  a r e  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  a l l
l i v i n g  t h i n g s .  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l  1 4  a d d r e s s e s
s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h r o u g h  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d
s u s t a i n a b l e  u s e  o f  o c e a n s ,  s e a s  a n d  m a r i n e  r e s o u r c e s .  

O c e a n s  a r e  o n e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  m a j o r  r e p o s i t o r i e s  o f  b i o d i v e r s i t y ,  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  m o r e
t h a n  9 0 %  o f  t h e  e a r t h ' s  h a b i t a t ;
T h e  o c e a n s  p r o v i d e  5 0 %  o f  t h e  o x y g e n  w e  b r e a t h e  a n d  a b s o r b  2 6 %  o f  a n t h r o p o g e n i c
c a r b o n  d i o x i d e  e m i s s i o n s ;  
T h e  o c e a n s  p r o v i d e  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  c o m m o d i t i e s  s u c h  a s  f i s h ,  s h e l l f i s h  a n d  s e a w e e d ,
a s  w e l l  a s  m a n g r o v e  w o o d ,  a l g a e  a n d  m i n e r a l s ;  
M a r i n e  e c o s y s t e m s  r e g u l a t e  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  p r e v e n t  s h o r e l i n e  e r o s i o n ,  a n d  p r o v i d e
w a t e r  p u r i f i c a t i o n  a n d  c a r b o n  s t o r a g e .  

J u s t  h o w  i m p o r t a n t  i s  t h e  o c e a n ?  L e t ’ s  t a k e  a  l o o k :  

B u t  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  a n d  o v e r f i s h i n g ,  p o l l u t i o n  a n d  c o a s t a l  d e s t r u c t i o n  m a d e  b y  h u m a n s  a r e
w r e a k i n g  h a v o c  o n  t h e  o c e a n s .  T h e  o c e a n s  a r e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  u s  a n d  w e  m u s t  t a k e  g o o d
c a r e  o f  i t !  
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